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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT FOR THE STATE OF ALASKA 
 

THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT AT ANCHORAGE 

 
 Plaintiff Repeal Now (“Plaintiff”) states the following: 

I. JURISDICTION 

REPEAL NOW, 
 

Plaintiff, 
 
v.  
 
The STATE OF ALASKA, DIVISION  
OF ELECTIONS, CAROL BEECHER, 
in her official capacity as Director of the  
Alaska Division of Elections, and   
NANCY DAHLSTROM, in her official 
capacity as Lt. Governor of the State of 
Alaska,    
  
      Defendants. 
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1. This is a complaint for declaratory and injunctive relief brought pursuant to 

AS 9.40.230, AS 22.10.020, and AS 15.45.240. This matter challenges the ballot 

language adopted by the Defendants under AS 15.45.180 for the initiative denoted 

“24ESEG,” which has qualified for the statewide ballot. 

2. Plaintiff contends that the ballot language created and adopted by the 

Defendants is neither a “true” nor “impartial” summary of 24ESEG as required by 

AS 15.45.180 and Article XI, Section 4 of the Alaska Constitution. 

3. Plaintiff seeks to enforce AS 15.45.180, as well as its rights — and the 

rights of all voters — under Article XI, Section 4 of the Alaska Constitution.  Plaintiff 

brings this suit to ensure that the Defendants adopt ballot language for 24ESEG that 

faithfully describes the general subject of the proposition, includes all important elements 

that might give voters serious grounds for reflection, and provides a “true and impartial 

summary” of what the proposed law does.  

4. This Court has jurisdiction over the parties and over the subject matter of 

this dispute pursuant to AS 9.05.010, AS 9.05.015, AS 9.40.230, AS 15.45.240, and 

AS 22.10.020. 
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II.   SUMMARY 

5. This case involves misstated, misleading, incomplete, or partisan ballot 

language adopted by the Defendants for the ballot measure denoted 24ESEG. This ballot 

language is neither “true” nor “impartial” as required by law. 

6. In some respects, the ballot language adopted for 24ESEG risks confusing 

or deceiving voters. This ballot language also omits several aspects of the proposed law 

that, if known to voters, may give them grounds for serious reflection. 

7. Under Article XI, Section 4 of the Alaska Constitution, and AS 15.45.180, 

Plaintiff — and all Alaska voters — are entitled to true and impartial ballot language so 

that they can make an informed decision on whether to vote yes or no on 24ESEG.  

Plaintiff seeks to enforce that constitutional and statutory right in this litigation. 

III.  PARTIES 

8. Plaintiff is the sponsor of the ballot initiative 24ESEG. 

9. Defendant State of Alaska (“State”), Division of Elections (“Division”) is 

the State agency that administers Alaska’s elections and election processes, including 

ballot initiatives, and is supervised by the Lieutenant Governor. 

10. Defendant Carol Beecher (“Director Beecher”) is the Director of the 

Division, and is being sued solely in her official capacity regarding the discharge of her 

duties under Article XI of the Alaska Constitution and Title 15, Chapter 45 of the Alaska 

Statutes. 
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11. Defendant Nancy Dahlstrom is the current Lieutenant Governor of the 

State, and is being sued solely in her official capacity regarding the discharge of her 

duties under Article XI of the Alaska Constitution and Title 15, Chapter 45 of the Alaska 

Statutes. 

12. All three Defendants (collectively “Defendants”) are responsible for 

lawfully conducting elections in Alaska, including elections on ballot measures. 

IV. FACTUAL BACKGROUND 

13. On December 26, 2024, Plaintiff, the sponsor of a ballot measure that 

would later be designated 24ESEG, filed its application, including the text of its proposed 

initiative, with the Division.1  On February 14, 2025, the Lieutenant Governor certified 

that the proposal satisfied all relevant legal requirements and approved it for signature 

gathering.2  On March 11, 2025, the Division issued the sequentially numbered petition 

booklets for 24ESEG.  And on November 6, 2025, the sponsors for 24ESEG filed those 

booklets with the Division for review and counting.3 

14. On December 29, 2025, the Division completed its signature review, 

confirming that 24ESEG had submitted valid signatures from a sufficient number of 

 
1  See Exhibit 1 (providing the full text of 24ESEG); see also Division of Elections, 
ballot measure status page, 24ESEG, at https://www.elections.alaska.gov/petitions-
andballot-measures/petition-status/?initiative_id=24ESEG#is81213. 
2  See Exhibit 2, February 14, 2025 Certificate of Proper Filing. 
3 See Division of Elections, ballot measure status page, 24ESEG, at 
https://www.elections.alaska.gov/petitions-and-ballot-
measures/petitionstatus/?initiative_id=24ESEG#is81213. 
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eligible voters (both in total and by State House district) to appear on the ballot.4 

15. On December 31, 2025, the Lieutenant Governor announced the first 

proposed ballot title and summary for 24ESEG that would appear on the ballot.5  This 

language is:  

An Act Restoring Political Party Primaries, Single-Choice General Elections, and 
Campaign Finance Rules 

 
This act would get rid of open primary elections and ranked-choice general 
elections. It would bring back political party primaries and single-choice 
general elections. It would also bring back campaign finance rules. 
 
Elections will occur as they did before open primaries and ranked choice 
voting. In the primary election, voters will choose a party’s ballot. They 
will vote for one candidate in each race and the winning candidate will be 
the party’s nominee. In the general election, voters will select one candidate 
in each race. The candidate with the most votes will win. Party petitions, 
special runoff elections, and other parts of the prior election system would 
return. 
 
Campaign finance rules would also return to the way they were in the prior 
election system. This act would remove the limits on donations to joint 
campaigns for governor and lieutenant governor. It would remove limits 
and disclosure rules under current law, including for digital ads, out-of-state 
donations, undisclosed donations, and the true source of donations. It would 
remove some fines and change the meaning of a campaign expenditure. 

Should this initiative become law? 

 
4  See Exhibit 3, December 29, 2025 Petition Summary Report. 
5  See Exhibit 5 (providing the full text of 19AKBE). 
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16. On February 2, 2026, after the State discussed the language with an 

opponent of 24ESEG, the Lieutenant Governor revised the ballot title and summary 

language.6  The revised language now reads: 

An Act Restoring Political Party Primaries and Single-Choice General Elections and 
Repealing Recent Campaign Finance Laws 

 
This act would get rid of open primary elections, where all candidates appear on 
one ballot. It would also get rid of ranked-choice general elections. It would bring 
back political party primaries and single-choice general elections. It would also 
repeal certain campaign finance rules that were added by a 2020 ballot measure.  
 
Elections would occur as they did before open primaries and ranked choice 
voting. In the primary election, voters would choose a party’s ballot, unless 
prohibited by the party’s bylaws. They would only vote for candidates on that 
ballot. The winning candidate from each primary would be the party’s nominee. In 
the general election, voters would vote for only one candidate in each race. The 
candidate with the most votes would win. Party petitions, special runoff elections, 
and other processes would return. 
 
This act would also repeal campaign finance rules that were passed in 2020. It 
would remove the limits on donations to joint campaigns for governor and 
lieutenant governor. It would remove limits and disclosure rules under current 
law, including for digital ads, out-of-state donations, undisclosed donations, and 
the true source of donations. It would change the meaning of a campaign 
expenditure and remove some fines. 
 
Should this initiative become law? 
 
17. Deficiencies in the Lieutenant Governor’s February 2, 2026 revised 

language give rise to this litigation.  

There Are Three Major Components To 24ESEG, Which, As A Whole, Is 
Intended To Restore Alaska Elections to Their Pre-2020 State By Fully Repealing A 

Prior Ballot Measure Denoted 19AKBE Which 
Was Enacted In 2020. 

 
6  See Exhibit 6, February 2, 2026 Lt. Governor Letter re: 24ESEG Ballot Title and 
Summary. 
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18. 24ESEG is intended to repeal a prior ballot measure. That prior ballot 

measure, colloquially known as the “Better Elections Initiative,” was denoted 19AKBE by 

the Division.7 

19. Voters approved 19AKBE in November 2020, and it became effective on 

February 28, 2021. 

20. 19AKBE “most significantly change[d] Alaska’s election laws by: (1) 

replacing Alaska’s [then] current party-based primary system with an open, nonpartisan 

primary; (2) establishing ranked-choice voting in general elections; and (3) adopting new 

disclosure and disclaimer requirements for independent expenditure groups and their 

donors.”8 

The Revised Ballot Language For 24ESEG Is Neither “True” Nor “Impartial” As 
Required By Law, And Also Omits Elements Likely to Give Voters Serious 

Grounds for Reflection. 

21. The Lieutenant Governor’s revised ballot language for 24ESEG fails to 

satisfy Article XI, Section 4 of the Alaska Constitution’s requirement to provide ballot 

language to voters “summarizing the proposed law,” as well as AS 15.45.180(a)’s more 

specific requirement that the language “shall give a true and impartial summary of the 

proposed law.”9 This failure is a result of misstated and misleading language, major 

omissions of significant impacts from the measure, and partisan suasion. Plaintiff and 

 
7  See Exhibit 5, providing the full text of 19AKBE. 
8  See Meyer v. Alaskans for Better Elections, 465 P.3d 477, 490 (Alaska 2020). 
9  AS 15.45.180(a) (emphasis added). 
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Alaska’s voters are entitled to accurate, impartial, and comprehensive language regarding 

24ESEG’s effects if passed.10 

22. The revised ballot language fails to satisfy Article XI, Section 4 of the 

Alaska Constitution’s requirement to provide ballot language to voters “summarizing the 

proposed law,” as well as AS 15.45.180(a)’s more specific requirement that the language 

“shall give a true and impartial summary of the proposed law.”11 This failure is a result of 

misstated and misleading language, major omissions of significant impacts from the 

measure, and the injection of partisan suasion into the ballot language. Plaintiff and 

Alaska’s voters are entitled to accurate, impartial, and comprehensive language regarding 

24ESEG’s effects if passed.12 

23. The revised title does not clearly express the primary effect of the ballot 

measure, ending ranked-choice voting in Alaska: nowhere in the title is “ranked-choice 

voting” mentioned.  This omission risks misleading voters, most of whom are not experts 

in election law, into thinking this ballot proposes perhaps yet another system or restores 

only bits and pieces of the old.  

24. Nor does the revised summary language clearly present the ballot’s primary 

effect of ending ranked-choice voting in Alaska.  The best the revised summary does is to 

 
10  See Alaskans for Efficient Gov’t v. State, 52 P.3d 732, 736–37 (Alaska 2002) 
(holding that the basic purpose of a ballot summary is “to enable voters to reach informed 
and intelligent decisions on how to cast their ballots – decisions free from any partisan 
suasion”). 
11  AS 15.45.180(a) (emphasis added). 
12  See Alaskans for Efficient Gov’t, 52 P.3d at 736–37 (holding that the basic purpose 
of a ballot summary is “to enable voters to reach informed and intelligent decisions on 
how to cast their ballots – decisions free from any partisan suasion”). 
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state that “[t]his act would get rid of open primary elections and ranked-choice general 

elections.”  A clearer statement would read: “This act gets rid of ranked-choice voting in 

Alaska.” 

25. The revised ballot language for 24ESEG unlawfully omits information 

about impacts if the ballot measure were to pass that would give voters serious grounds 

for reflection before supporting it. This violates voters’ constitutional and statutory right 

to be well-advised of the impact of the measures they vote on.13 

26. Language about this critical information was not omitted by Defendants for 

the purpose of meeting statutory restrictions on the length of ballot titles and summaries. 

27. Alaska Statute 15.45.180(a) presents the formula for the length of such 

language. In this instance, that statute would allow a ballot title of 25 words in length and 

— given the 91 sections in 24ESEG — a ballot summary of up to 4,550 words long.14   

28. The revised ballot language states, incorrectly, that the act “would get rid of 

open primary elections.”15  This is not correct: 24ESEG would reinstate AS 15.25.014 as 

it previously read, providing that the “political party bylaws” determine “who may 

participate in the primary election for selection of the party’s candidates for elective state 

 
13  Id. at 736. 
14  Id.; see also Exhibit 4 at 1. 
15  Exhibit 6, February 2, 2026 Lt. Governor Letter re: 24ESEG Ballot Title and 
Summary. 
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executive and state and national legislative offices.”16  A clearer statement would read: 

“this act would get rid of mandatory open primaries.” 

29. The revised ballot language omits another important aspect of 24ESEG: 

that 24ESEG would require the Lieutenant Governor and the Governor to run separately 

in party primaries.17   

30. In response to litigation filed by supporters of ranked-choice voting,18 since 

dismissed, the Lieutenant Governor revised the title and summary language to introduce 

the term “repeal” into the title.  Whereas the original title, in relation to campaign 

finance, stated: “An Act Restoring . . . Campaign Finance Rules,” the new title states: 

“An Act . . . Repealing Recent Campaign Finance Laws.”19  This revised language 

suggests any degree — from minor to catastrophic — of change to campaign finance 

laws, which risks scaring off voters unjustifiably.  This is unjustifiable because 

24ESEG’s changes to the campaign finance rules are minimal: they restore the rules to 

what they were before 19AKBE was passed into law, and, with one exception 

(contribution limits to joint Governor/Lieutenant Governor campaigns) the remaining 

changes to “campaign finance law” are concerned with disclosures, not contributions.  It 

 
16  Exhibit 1, 24ESEG Sections 34 & 35 (language restoring AS 15.25.010 and AS 
15.25.014 to pre-2020 versions). 
17  See 24ESEG Sections 36 (amending AS 15.25.030(a) to eliminate current 
requirement (from 19AKBE) of joint-running for Governor and Lt. Governor).  
18  Giessel v. State, 3AN-26-04465CI (filed January 22, 2026).  
19  Exhibit 6, February 2, 2026 Lt. Governor Letter re: 24ESEG Ballot Title and 
Summary. 
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is misleading, amplification, and partisan suasion20 to sweepingly assert in the title that 

“Campaign Finance Laws” are “Repealed” by the proposed measure. 

31. It is misleading, amplification, and partisan suasion to state that “certain 

finance rules” will be “repealed” without specifying the limited nature of the changes and 

the overall effect of restoring the system to the one that Alaska had pre-2020, before the 

passage of 19AKBE.  It is more accurate and impartial to state that campaign 

“disclosure” rules “from the 2020 ballot measure” will be repealed.  This language — 

replacing “finance” with “disclosure” and limiting the universe of campaign laws to those 

in the 2020 ballot measure — is consistent with the Alaska Supreme Court’s language 

describing this measure, which parsed between “disclosure” and “finance” requirements 

when it described 19AKBE as “mandating new disclosure and disclaimer requirements to 

existing campaign finance laws.”21   

32. The revised summary states that the act “would remove limits and 

disclosure rules under current law, including . . . the true sources of donations.”  Stating 

the limits on the “true sources of donations” would be “remove[d]” by this act is 

inflammatory language hinting that voters may, by this act, be newly deceived about 

where, or from whom, donations come from.  This is misleading and partisan suasion: 

 
20  See Alaskans for Efficient Gov’t, 52 P.3d at 735 (stating that a “summary should 
be “complete enough to convey an intelligible idea of the scope and import of the 
proposed law, and that it ought to be free from any misleading tendency, whether of 
amplification, of omission, or of fallacy, and that it must contain no partisan coloring”). 
21  See Meyer, 465 P.3d at 498. 
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these provisions simply restore the campaign finance rules to their pre-2020 state, 

eliminating the misleading and inflammatory concept of “true sources” entirely.   

The legal deficiencies in Defendants’ revised title and summary are cured in 
Plaintiff’s proposed title and summary language 

 
33. The ballot language suggested by Plaintiff to cure the above-noted 

deficiencies is as follows:22 

 
An Act Ending Ranked-Choice Voting, Mandatory Open Primaries, and Recent 

Campaign Disclosure Laws 
  

This act would fully repeal a 2020 ballot measure that changed parts of Alaska’s 
election system. Elections would occur as they did before ranked-choice voting 
and mandatory open primaries, and before the campaign disclosure rules passed 
in 2020 were adopted. 
  
In the general election, the act would get rid of ranked-choice voting and bring 
back single-choice general elections. Voters would vote for only one candidate in 
each race. The candidate with the most votes would win. 
  
This act would also get rid of mandatory open primary elections, where all 
candidates appear on one ballot. It would bring back political party primaries, 
where voters would choose a ballot and vote for one candidate in each race. The 
governor and lieutenant governor would again run separately in a primary, rather 
than together as a joint ticket. The candidate with the most votes would win.  
  
This act would also repeal campaign disclosure rules that were passed in 2020.  It 
would remove the limits on donations to joint campaigns for governor and 
lieutenant governor.  It would change the meaning of a campaign expenditure and 
remove some fines. 
  
Party petitions, special runoff elections, and other processes would return to how 
they were before a 2020 ballot measure. 
 
Should this initiative become law? 

 
22  Exhibit 6, February 2, 2026 Lt. Governor Letter re: 24ESEG Ballot Title and 
Summary. 
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34. This proposed language for 24ESEG satisfies the requirements of 

AS 15.45.180(a), which allows a ballot title of 25 words in length and a ballot summary 

of up to 4,550 words in length.   

35. As the case develops, other issues and significant facts may be added. 

V. LEGAL ANALYSIS 

36. Article XI of the Alaska Constitution creates the People’s right to enact 

legislation through the initiative process. Article XI, Section 4 requires Defendants to 

“prepare a ballot title and proposition summarizing the proposed law.” Inherent in this 

constitutional right is that the title and summary must be accurate, so that voters are well 

advised of the effect of their vote, allowing them to vote intentionally and intelligently.23 

37. Alaska Statute 15.45.180(a) makes this constitutional right even more 

explicit by requiring that the ballot title accurately reflect “the general subject of the 

proposition,” and that the ballot summary be a “true and impartial summary” of what the 

proposed measure would do if passed. 

 
23  See Faipeas v. Mun. of Anchorage, 860 P.2d 1214, 1219 (Alaska 1993) (holding, 
under the Anchorage Municipal Code, that a “description” of a ballot measure must be 
complete, and free from omission, fallacy, and any partisan coloring to “be fair to the 
voter to the end that intelligent and enlightened judgment may be exercised by the 
ordinary person in deciding how to mark the ballot” (citation omitted)); Alaskans for 
Efficient Gov’t, 52 P.3d at 735 (holding under the Alaska Constitution and AS 15.45.180 
that a summary of a ballot measure must be “a fair, concise, true, and impartial statement 
of the intent of the proposed measure. The summary may not be an argument for or 
against the measure, nor can it be likely to create prejudice for or against the measure.” 
(citation omitted)). 
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38. The Alaska Supreme Court has had numerous occasions to give further 

details regarding the requirements for ballot title and summary language, concluding that: 

a. The language must be fair to voters, allowing them to exercise the 

“intelligent and enlightened judgment . . . [of an] ordinary person in deciding how to 

mark the ballot.”24 The purpose of the summary is to “assist voters in making informed 

and intelligent decisions whether to approve the initiative.”25 “Because a ballot is the 

paper upon which the voters give expression to their choices and exercise their right, a 

biased, misleading, or inaccurate ballot undermines the voting process.”26 

b. Ballot language cannot “be an argument for or against the measure,” 

and must “be free from any misleading tendency, whether of amplification, of omission, 

or of fallacy.”27 

c. Ballot language cannot inject “partisan suasion” into the summary 

for a ballot measure. A measure “should be presented clearly and honestly to the people 

of Alaska . . . free from any misleading tendency, whether of amplification, or omission, 

or of fallacy, and . . . must contain no partisan coloring.”28 

d. Finally, the Supreme Court has made clear that — although not 

every single detail of a measure needs to be recited — if particular information “would 

 
24  See Faipeas, 860 P.2d at 1219. 
25  See State v. Vote Yes for Alaska’s Fair Share, 478 P.3d 679, 681 (Alaska 2021). 
26  See id. at 687–88 (citations and internal quotations omitted). 
27  See Alaskans for Efficient Gov’t, 52 P.3d at 735. 
28  Vote Yes for Alaska’s Fair Share, 478 P.3d at 687 (emphasis in original) (citations 
and internal quotations omitted). 
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give the elector serious grounds for reflection it is not a mere detail, and it must be 

disclosed” in the ballot summary.29 

39. As described above in detail, the Defendants’ revised ballot title and 

summary for 24ESEG violates each of these principles in a substantial manner such that 

the language proposed must be altered for the 2026 election. 

40. In contrast, the ballot title and summary proposed by Plaintiff satisfies these 

principles by accurately conveying the impact of 24ESEG in a true and impartial 

manner.30 

VI. CLAIMS 

COUNT 1: DECLARATORY JUDGMENT (Violation of Article XI, Section 4 of the 
Alaska Constitution and AS 15.45.180(a)) 

 
41. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference every statement in the 

above paragraphs as if fully set forth herein.  

42. As described above, Defendants’ revised ballot title and summary for 

24ESEG do not satisfy the requirements laid out in the Alaska Constitution, Alaska 

Statutes, or Alaska Supreme Court caselaw. It is not true or impartial. And it omits 

information that would give voters serious grounds for reflection before supporting the 

measure. 

43. Plaintiff is entitled to an order declaring that Defendants’ proposed ballot 

title and summary for 24ESEG are unlawful. 

 
29  Planned Parenthood v. Campbell, 232 P.3d 725, 730 (Alaska 2010) (emphasis 
added) (citations and internal quotations omitted). 
30  See supra ¶ 33. 
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COUNT II: INJUNCTIVE RELIEF (Withdrawal of Defective Ballot Title and 
Summary) 

 
44. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference every statement in the 

above paragraphs as if fully set forth herein.  

45. Plaintiff is entitled to injunctive relief requiring Defendants to withdraw the 

proposed ballot title and summary for 24ESEG that appears in Defendants’ February 2, 

2026 letter.31 

COUNT III: INJUNCTIVE RELIEF (Replace Unlawful Ballot Title and Summary) 
 

1. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference every statement in the 

above paragraphs as if fully set forth herein.  

2. In contrast with Defendants’ proposed ballot title and summary, Plaintiff’s 

proposed ballot title and summary do satisfy the requirements laid out in the Alaska 

Constitution, Alaska Statutes, and Alaska Supreme Court caselaw. Plaintiff’s proposed 

ballot title and summary are true and impartial, not partisan, and properly include 

additional information that would give voters serious grounds for reflection before 

supporting or opposing the measure. 

3. Plaintiff is entitled to injunctive relief requiring Defendants to utilize the 

ballot title and summary submitted by Plaintiff (or language significantly similar),32 in 

place of the unlawful language proposed in Defendants’ February 2, 2026 letter.33 

 
31  See Exhibit 4 at 2. 
32  See supra ¶ 33. 
33  See Exhibit 4 at 2. 
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PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

 Plaintiffs respectfully request that this Court: 

A. Declare that Article XI, Section 4 of the Alaska Constitution and 

AS 15.45.180(a), as well as caselaw interpreting the same, require that Defendants utilize 

a ballot title and summary for 24ESEG that is “true and impartial,” and that the language 

adopted in the February 2, 2026 letter34 violates this standard;  

B. Declare that Article XI, Section 4 of the Alaska Constitution and 

AS 15.45.180(a), as well as caselaw interpreting the same, provide Alaska voters with a 

right to have “true and impartial” language on all ballot measures, including for 24ESEG, 

so that they can vote on that measure after being accurately advised of what the measure 

does and does not do; 

C. Enter an injunction requiring Defendants to: 

1. Rescind the ballot title and summary from the February 2, 2026 

letter35 and to refrain from utilizing that language on any ballot at any election on 

24ESEG; 

2. Adopt the “true and impartial” ballot language proposed by Plaintiff 

in its proposed ballot title and summary, or language sufficiently similar, and utilize that 

language on the ballot at any election on 24ESEG; 

 
34  See id.  
35  Id. 
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Pioneer Law, LLC 
810 N Street, Ste. 100 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

(907) 306-9878 

3. Award the Plaintiff full costs and attorneys’ fees incurred in 

connection with this matter and obtaining the relief sought, consistent with Alaska law; 

and 

4. Enter such other relief as this Court deems just and equitable. 

 Dated this 17th day of February, 2026. 

     PIONEER LAW, LLC 
     Attorneys for Intervenor 
 
     By        
      Craig Richards 
      Alaska Bar No. 0205017 
      Julie Pack 
      Alaska Bar No. 2105043 
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 STATE OF ALASKA - DIVISION OF ELECTIONS

PETITION SUMMARY REPORT

 9:05:50AM12/29/2025

PETITION TYPE  : INITIATIVE

PETITION ID    : 24ESEG

PETITION NAME  : AN ACT TO REPEAL A NONPARTISAN AND OPEN TOP FOUR PRIMARY ELECTION SYSTEM AND 

RANKED-CHOICE GENERAL ELECTION SYSTEM

Page 1 of 1

REQUIRED SIGNATURES :

NUMBER OF QUALIFIED :

(Q) QUALIFIED

(H) INACTIVE QUALIFIED   :

NUMBER OF UNQUALIFIED    :

 42837 

 5458 

 42795 

 42 

 48295 TOTAL SIGNATURES :

(A) ADDRESS NOT PROVIDED 21

(D) DUPLICATE SIGNATURE 3141

(E) NO SIGN DATE PROVIDED 5

(F) NO ID PROVIDED 573

(I) INACTIVE NOT QUALIFIED 192

(J) NOT IN JURISDICTION

(K) SIGNED BEFORE REGISTERED 74

(O) INVALID BOOKLET

(P) PRINT NAME NO SIGNATURE 25

(R) NOT REGISTERED 1398

(W) SIGNER WITHDREW 1

(Y) SIGN DATE AFTER BOOK CERTIFIED28

 34098

DISTRICT # SIG REQUIRED QUALIFIED

01  607  1212
02  677  175
03  782  1277
04  653  954
05  567  875
06  844  1310
07  678  1958
08  761  2003
09  836  1126
10  619  841
11  695  950
12  600  896
13  534  854
14  525  844
15  657  1292
16  682  1057
17  546  816
18  339  342
19  355  612
20  513  745
21  638  1031
22  386  667
23  752  1370
24  713  1718
25  737  1656
26  664  1754
27  624  1766
28  653  1681
29  740  1863
30  727  1842
31  496  1008
32  413  613
33  623  1972
34  706  1146
35  686  1028
36  680  1162
37  311  144
38  286  69
39  302  77
40  235  82
97  0  49
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NANCY DAHLSTROM
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

lt.governor@alaska.gov 

STATE OF ALASKA 
OFFICE OF THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR 

550 W 7th Avenue, Suite 1700 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Main: 907.269.7460 

December 31, 2025 

Ken McCarty Judy Eledge Bernadette Wilson 

Re: 24ESEG Notice of Proper Filing 

Dear 24ESEG Committee Members: 

I have reviewed your petition for the initiative entitled "An Act to repeal a nonpartisan and open top four 
primary election system and ranked-choice general election system; and to reestablish a partisan political 
primary and change necessary and related appointment procedures; reestablish special runoff elections; and 
repeal and amend independent expenditure group requirements” and have determined that the petition was 
properly filed. My notice of proper filing is enclosed. Specifically, the petition was signed by qualified voters 
from all 40 house districts equal in number to at least 10 percent of those who voted in the preceding general 
election; with signatures from at least 30 house districts matching or exceeding seven percent of those who 
voted in the preceding general election in the house district. The Division of Elections verified 42,837 voter 
signatures, which exceeds the 34,098 signature requirement based on the 2024 general election. A copy of the 
Petition Statistics Report prepared by the Division of Elections is enclosed. 

With the assistance of the attorney general, I have prepared the following ballot title and proposition that 
meets the requirements of AS 15.45.180: 

An Act Restoring Political Party Primaries, Single-Choice General Elections, and 
Campaign Finance Rules

This act would get rid of open primary elections and ranked-choice general elections. It would bring back 
political party primaries and single-choice general elections. It would also bring back campaign finance rules. 

Elections will occur as they did before open primaries and ranked choice voting. In the primary election, 
voters will choose a party’s ballot. They will vote for one candidate in each race and the winning candidate 
will be the party’s nominee. In the general election, voters will select one candidate in each race. The 
candidate with the most votes will win. Party petitions, special runoff elections, and other parts of the prior 
election system would return. 

Campaign finance rules would also return to the way they were in the prior election system. This act would 
remove the limits on donations to joint campaigns for governor and lieutenant governor. It would remove 
limits and disclosure rules under current law, including for digital ads, out-of-state donations, undisclosed 
donations, and the true source of donations. It would remove some fines and change the meaning of a 
campaign expenditure. 

Should this initiative become law?
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Page 2 

This ballot proposition will appear on the election ballot of the first statewide general, special, or primary 
election that is held after (1) the petition has been filed; (2) a legislative session has convened and adjourned; 
and (3) a period of 120 days has expired since the adjournment of the legislative session. Barring an 
unforeseen special election or adjournment of the upcoming legislative session occurring on or before April 
20, 2026, this proposition will be scheduled to appear on the general election ballot on the November 3, 
2026, general election. If a majority of the votes cast on the initiative proposition favor its adoption, I shall so 
certify and the proposed law will be enacted. The act becomes effective 90 days after certification.

Please be advised that under AS 15.45.210, this petition will be void if I, with the formal concurrence of the 
attorney general, determine that an act of the legislature that is substantially the same as the proposed law was 
enacted after the petition was filed and before the date of the election. I will advise you in writing of my 
determination in this matter. 

Please also be advised that under AS 15.45.240, any person aggrieved by my determination set out in this 
letter may bring an action in the superior court to have the determination reversed within 30 days of the date 
on which notice of the determination was given.

If you have questions or comments about the ongoing initiative process, please contact my staff, April 
Simpson, at (907) 465-4081.

Sincerely,

Nancy Dahlstrom
Lieutenant Governor

Enclosures

cc: Stephen J. Cox, Attorney General
Thomas Flynn, Chief Assistant Attorney General
Carol Beecher, Director, Division of Elections
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